
 
 
 
TO ALL FLEET VESSELS 
 
Ref: DMA-SAPID/DMADGM/00/C1163 
Date: 2022.01.16 
            

In The Name Of God 

Dear Sir, 

Good Day, 

 

Oil leakage can end up to engine room fire 

 
The following Loss Prevention circular describes an incident of oil leakage from 

cylinder head cover. 

  

The case:  

 
After completion of regular planned maintenance on one of the main engines, the 

cylinder covers were mounted back.  

 

However, the cover of cylinder number one was not mounted correctly and the guide 

pin of the cover was not in the recess of the cylinder head on the exhaust side 

(see image top left). 

 

The misaligned mounted cover resulted in a small 3mm gap between cover and the 

sealing surface (see image bottom left). This was not noticed at that time by the 

crew executing the regular maintenance as the gap is not visible from the walk 

platform side (cam-side). 

 

 
 



The next day the main engines where started for departure and the regular checks 

were done, but the gap was not noticed.  

 

What went wrong?  

 
The gap was not noticed because the vessel had a slight list to starboard so the 

leaked oil was flowing from the cylinder head on the block in between the turbo 

charger and the regulator into the fuel oil leak tray (see image top right). Only 

after the vessel made a turn to portside, did the duty engineer notice the oil 

leak (see image bottom right). 

 

 
 

 

Lessons learned: 

 

1. Investigation into the source of the leaked oil 

led to the discovery of the wrongly mounted cover. 

2. Quick action by losing the cover and giving it a 

gentle tap to make it fall back in its correct 

position, stopped the oil leakage. 



3. The remaining spilled oil was quickly removed 

from the cylinder head and block. 

4. The oil underneath the exhaust gas line was 

already starting to vaporize so quick removal of 

this oil was essential to prevent a     

    possible fire. 

5. After the clean-up, one of the engineers was 

assigned as a fire watch to check the exhaust gas 

line and engine. 

6. The potential consequences of the oil leakage 

could have been an engine room fire. 

7. The possible leakages from pressurized pipe can 

lead to accumulation of flammable gases & very high 

risk of fire. 

8. The practice of standard & general husbandry and 

workmanship on board the ship & especially in the 

Engine Room can be an effective  

    prevention method for all types of garbage being 

accumulated as well as quick response to any leakage 

from various tanks & liquid    

    holding reservoirs/ receptacles. 

 
You are requested to confirm receipt, discuss the contents in 

the next consolidated meeting on board & keep a copy in the file 

DA-11 . 

 
 

BEST REGARDS 
CAPT.A.Momeni.N. 
Deputy of General Manager 
Department Of Maritime Affairs  
Sapid Shipping Co. 
 
Tel:+98-21-23843242 
Fax:+98-21-2610 0357 
Direct Tel:+98-21-2384 3551 
 
PL’S REPLY TO; dma@sapidshpg.com 
                               cso@sapidshpg.com 
 

 

tel:+98-21-2610%200357
tel:+98-21-2384%203543
mailto:dma@sapidshpg.com
mailto:cso@sapidshpg.com


 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 
This  email  is  intended  only  for  the  addressee named above.As this email  may  contain confidential or privileged  information,if you 
are not the named addressee or the person responsible for delivering the message to the named addressee, Please inform us ( By Email 
or Telephone )  before deleting it.  Please delete  the document from your E-Mail system.  The contents should not be disclosed to any 
other person nor copies taken. 

 
 
 
 


